
She Started Investing Before She Left Nigeria
When people think about investing abroad, they often imagine people who already live outside
Nigeria. They think about foreign bank accounts, international companies, and large amounts of
money. For Jennifer, the idea started much earlier. She wanted to build an international investment
portfolio while she was still living and working in Nigeria.
Jennifer had always been interested in opportunities beyond the Nigerian market. She followed
global companies, watched international markets, and paid attention to how people in other
countries built wealth.
But she also knew that investing abroad was not simply about sending money somewhere because
an investment looked attractive. There were currencies, regulations, market risks, taxes, fees, and
different investment products to understand.
When she eventually decided to begin, Jennifer started with an amount she could afford and
focused on learning before increasing her investment.
She was not trying to become an international investor overnight. She was simply opening another
door.

Looking Beyond One Market

For Jennifer, one of the biggest attractions of investing internationally was diversification.
Most of her income was earned in naira. Her business activities were connected to Nigeria. Her
property interests were also primarily in Nigeria. She began to realise that having every part of her
financial life tied to one market could expose her to risks that diversification might help manage.
International investments gave her another market to consider.
Depending on the investment, she could potentially gain exposure to international companies,
global industries and assets denominated in other currencies. But she also understood that
international investing comes with its own risks, including currency movements, market volatility,
and regulatory differences.
She was not looking for a magic investment.
She was looking for balance.

A Lesson That Goes Beyond Geography
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There is another reason Jennifer’s decision matters. Where you live does not have to determine
how you think about wealth.
Ekene had always assumed that investing abroad was only for people with millions of naira to
spare. Jennifer disagreed.
She explained that the first step was not necessarily having a huge amount of money. It was
understanding the investment, knowing the risks and starting within one’s means.
She also wanted Ekene and James to understand that diversification does not mean investing in
everything. It means thinking carefully about how different assets and markets fit into a financial
plan.
The lesson was simple. Your income may come from one place, but your financial strategy does
not necessarily have to depend on only one market.

Why Investors Are Thinking Globally

Nigerians have always looked beyond the country for education, business opportunities, property
and employment. Investment is increasingly becoming part of that conversation.
Some investors are interested in international stocks. Others consider global funds, foreign
property or businesses outside Nigeria. The motivation is often the same: access to opportunities
that may not be available in their home market.
But investing abroad should never be confused with guaranteed wealth.
Markets can fall. Currencies can move against an investor. Fees can reduce returns. Regulations
can change. An investment that performs well today can perform differently tomorrow.
That is why Jennifer’s approach was not simply about going abroad with her money. It was about
understanding where her money was going.
She still believed in investing in Nigeria. She still believed in property. She still believed in building
businesses.
She simply did not believe that all her financial eggs had to sit in one basket.
Jennifer’s investment journey began in Nigeria, but her thinking became global.
And sometimes, building wealth does not mean choosing between home and abroad.
It means understanding that there can be room for both.
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