
The Bonus That Changed Two Lives in Different
Ways
Every now and then, life hands us an unexpected financial opportunity.
It may come in the form of a performance bonus, a business profit, a tax refund, or money
received from the sale of an asset. For a brief moment, we have more financial freedom than
usual, and with it comes an important question.

What should this money do for me?

For some people, the answer is immediate enjoyment. They finally buy the car they have admired
for years, renovate their home, or take the holiday they have postponed for so long.
Others choose a different path. They see unexpected income as an opportunity to build something
that will continue creating value long after the money has been spent.
Neither decision is inherently wrong.
The difference lies in understanding which purchases create lasting value and which simply create
lasting memories.

Two Friends, One Opportunity

When Michael and Tunde received performance bonuses from their employers, both were excited.
It was the largest amount of money either of them had received outside their regular salaries.
After years of hard work, they finally had enough to do something significant.
Michael already knew what he wanted.
For months, he had been researching a new SUV. The bonus gave him exactly what he needed to
complete the purchase, and within a few weeks, he was driving home in the vehicle he had always
wanted.
His family celebrated with him, his friends congratulated him, and every journey felt like a reward
for years of dedication.
Tunde faced the same decision but arrived at a different conclusion.
Instead of upgrading his lifestyle immediately, he purchased a plot of land in a developing area of
Abuja. Some of his colleagues questioned the decision.
“You worked this hard,” one of them said. “At least buy something you can enjoy.”
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Tunde smiled.
“I believe I will,” he replied. “Just not today.”

Five Years Later

Time has a way of revealing the true value of our financial decisions.
Five years after receiving their bonuses, both friends looked back on the choices they had made.
Michael’s vehicle had served him well. It had taken his family on countless trips, provided comfort,
and remained one of his favourite purchases.
But like every vehicle, it had depreciated over time. Newer models had entered the market,
maintenance costs had increased, and its resale value had fallen considerably.
Tunde’s experience was different.
The once quiet area where he had purchased land had changed dramatically. Roads had improved,
residential estates had emerged, businesses had opened, and demand for property had increased
steadily.
The land had appreciated significantly, giving him options he did not have five years earlier. He
could build, sell, develop, or simply continue holding an asset that had grown in value.
Both men enjoyed the rewards of their decisions. Only one decision continued creating new
opportunities.

Understanding the Difference Between Spending and Investing

One of the most important lessons in personal finance is recognizing the difference between
spending money and positioning money.
Spending satisfies today’s needs or desires. Investing gives today’s money the opportunity to
create tomorrow’s wealth.
This does not mean people should never buy cars, travel, or enjoy the rewards of their hard work.
Those experiences are an important part of life.
The lesson is simply that not every financial opportunity needs to be converted into immediate
consumption.
Sometimes, allowing money to purchase an appreciating asset first creates greater freedom to
enjoy other things later.

Why Land Remains a Long-Term Asset

Land occupies a unique position among many investment options.
Unlike most consumer purchases, well chosen property has the potential to appreciate as
surrounding communities develop. Infrastructure improves, population grows, businesses move in,
and demand gradually increases.
Although every investment carries some level of risk and requires proper due diligence, land has
historically remained one of the assets many people use to preserve wealth across generations.

DE VELLI GROUP
https://develligroup.com/ | info@develligroup.com

De Velli Group

Page 2
De Velli Group



For this reason, many experienced investors ask a simple question whenever unexpected money
comes their way.
Will this purchase become less valuable over time, or more valuable?
The answer often shapes the decision they make.

Final Thoughts

Receiving extra income is exciting because it presents possibilities.
It gives us the chance to reward ourselves, solve immediate needs, or build something that will
continue serving us long into the future.
There is nothing wrong with celebrating success.
The real challenge is finding the balance between enjoying today’s achievements and preparing
for tomorrow’s opportunities.
Before spending unexpected income, it is worth asking one simple question.
Will this purchase still be working for me five years from now?
Sometimes, the decisions that seem the least exciting in the present become the ones we
appreciate the most in the future.
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