The Most Valuable Part of a Property Is the One
You Cannot See

When people inspect a property, they naturally focus on what is in front of them.

They admire the size of the land, the quality of the surrounding neighbourhood, the accessibility of
the roads, and the pace of development in the area. Some picture the home they hope to build,
while others imagine the property’s future value as the city continues to expand.

These are all important considerations. However, one of the most valuable parts of any property
cannot be seen during a site inspection. It is not the land itself, the location, or even the
infrastructure surrounding it.

It is the documentation. A beautiful piece of land without proper documentation can become a
financial burden, while a modest property with a secure title can become one of the safest
investments a buyer will ever make. In real estate, what you cannot see is often more important
than what you can.

The Day Grace Almost Bought the Wrong Land

Grace had spent almost six months searching for land in Abuja.

Every weekend, she attended site inspections, compared prices, and spoke with different agents.
She had promised herself that she would not rush into buying simply because a deal looked
attractive. Then she found what appeared to be the perfect opportunity.

The property was located in a fast growing area, the asking price was lower than similar plots
nearby, and the seller insisted that several other buyers were already showing interest. Everything
about the offer created a sense of urgency.

Grace was excited. After weeks of disappointment, she finally believed she had found the right
property. She was ready to make payment immediately. Before doing so, she mentioned the
purchase to an older family friend who had worked in real estate for many years.

His response surprised her.

Page 1
De Velli Group



o

“The land may be genuine,” he said, “but have you verified the documents?” Grace admitted that
she had not.

The following week, she decided to carry out a proper verification before making any payment.
What she discovered completely changed her decision.

The property was tied to an ownership dispute that had existed for years. Different individuals
claimed legal rights to the same land, and the matter had not been fully resolved. Purchasing it
would have exposed her to years of uncertainty, legal expenses, and the possibility of losing her
investment altogether.

Grace had been focused on what she could see. The real risk was hidden in what she could not.
Why Documentation Matters More Than Many Buyers Realise

Stories like Grace’s are not uncommon. Many buyers, especially those purchasing property for the
first time, spend considerable time evaluating the physical characteristics of a property but very
little time understanding its legal status.

A property may appear attractive on the surface, but ownership is established through
documentation, not appearance. Documents help answer some of the most important questions
every buyer should ask.

Who legally owns the land? Does the seller have the right to transfer ownership?

Is the property free from disputes or encumbrances? Has the appropriate government approval
been obtained?

These questions may not seem as exciting as discussing location or future appreciation, but they
are essential to protecting an investment.

The Cost of Ignoring Due Diligence

One of the biggest misconceptions in real estate is that due diligence is an unnecessary delay.
Some buyers worry that taking time to verify documents could cause them to lose a good deal.

Ironically, rushing into a purchase often creates far greater problems than waiting a few extra days
to confirm the facts.

Proper due diligence helps buyers identify ownership issues, verify title documents, confirm
approved survey plans, and ensure that the property complies with relevant regulations.

These checks may require patience, but they provide something far more valuable than speed.
They provide peace of mind.
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A Good Investment Begins Before You Make Payment

Successful property investment is not simply about finding land in the right location.
It is about making informed decisions at every stage of the buying process.

This means asking questions, requesting documentation, verifying information through the
appropriate authorities, and working with reputable developers or professionals who value
transparency.

A genuine seller should never discourage a buyer from carrying out these checks.

In fact, proper documentation should inspire confidence rather than concern.
Final Thoughts

People often say that the three most important factors in real estate are location, location, and
location.

Location certainly matters, but location alone does not guarantee a secure investment.

The documents attached to a property determine whether your ownership can be protected,
transferred, or defended if questions ever arise.

When buying property, it is easy to be impressed by what you can see.
The size of the land, the surroundings, and the future potential all play an important role.
But before you fall in love with the view, take time to examine what lies beneath it.

Because in real estate, the most valuable part of a property is often the one you cannot see.
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