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WHY PHYSICAL PROPERTY INSPECTION IS THE
ONLY REAL INSURANCE IN NIGERIA

The lllusion of Perfect Land

In today’s Nigerian real estate market, most properties appear flawless online. Drone footage is
polished, videos are edited, and marketing messages are carefully crafted to attract attention.
However, real estate is not experienced through a screen. It is a physical asset that must be
verified on ground.

The most critical risks in land investment are rarely visible in marketing materials. They exist in
the soil condition, access routes, surrounding environment, and in some cases, undisclosed
disputes. A physical inspection is not a formality. It is the stage where assumptions are replaced
with verifiable facts.

Topography and Soil Reality

Aerial visuals often give the impression that land is flat and ready for development. In reality, land
conditions can vary significantly even within the same location. Some plots may sit on water
retentive clay, which becomes unstable during the rainy season. Others may contain loose sand
that requires deep and expensive foundation work before construction can begin.

These differences directly affect the cost of building. A plot that appears affordable may require
substantial additional investment to make it suitable for development. Without physically
inspecting the land, a buyer risks committing to a property that significantly increases construction
costs.

Access and Infrastructure

Location is often presented in terms of proximity to major landmarks. Statements such as close to
the expressway or near the airport are common in property marketing. However, proximity without
proper access reduces the practical value of land.

A physical inspection reveals whether access roads are actually motorable or simply proposed in
development plans. It also shows whether the route is usable throughout the year and whether
surrounding infrastructure supports future growth. In many developing areas, access roads may
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exist only on paper, which can delay development and reduce property value.
Environmental and Surrounding Factors

The value of land is influenced not only by its size or location but also by its surroundings. Physical
inspection helps identify factors that are not disclosed in promotional materials. These may include
high tension power lines, flood prone areas, drainage paths, or nearby industrial activity.

Such conditions can affect the usability of the land, its long term appreciation, and its
attractiveness to future buyers or tenants. Understanding the environment ensures that the
investment aligns with the intended purpose.

Community and Informal Risks

Although Abuja operates within a structured land system, informal claims and local disputes can
still occur, particularly in developing areas. These issues are not always reflected in official
documents.

A site visit allows investors to observe the level of activity in the area, interact with local residents,
and identify any signs of underlying disputes. In many cases, the situation on ground provides
insights that documentation alone cannot reveal.

Verification of Title and Physical Alignment

One of the most important aspects of inspection is confirming that the physical land corresponds
with its documentation. Buyers must ensure that layout plans, coordinates, and beacon positions
match the actual plot being sold.

Failure to verify this can result in purchasing land that does not align with its legal documentation.
Physical inspection bridges the gap between paperwork and reality, ensuring that the asset being
purchased is exactly what is recorded.

How De Velli Group Supports the Inspection Process

At De Velli Group, property inspection is treated as a structured verification process rather than a
routine visit. Clients are guided through the site to understand access, surroundings, and
development potential.

Relevant documents are reviewed alongside the physical land to ensure proper alignment. In
addition, clients receive practical insights on terrain and construction suitability, enabling them to
make informed decisions based on both technical and environmental factors.

Conclusion

In the Nigerian real estate market, errors in land acquisition can lead to significant financial loss
and long term complications. The difference between a secure investment and a costly mistake is
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often determined during physical inspection.

A single visit to the site provides clarity that no brochure or digital presentation can offer. Before
committing to any purchase, it is essential to verify the land physically, assess its condition, and
confirm its suitability.

If you are considering investing in land in Abuja, do not rely on assumptions or online visuals alone.
Take the time to inspect, verify, and fully understand what you are buying.

At De Velli Group, we provide guided site inspections, document verification, and on ground
support to ensure every investment decision is informed and secure. Contact us today to schedule
a site inspection and take the first step toward owning verified, compliant land in Abuja.
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